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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) ^| Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 7/30/08 . 



4) l~l Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20081021 



Application/Control Number: 10/566,091 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3653 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention lacks patentable utility. Independent claims 1 and 6 describe a method and 
apparatus, respectively, related to performing an evaluation of data and linearly 
combining properties. However, said claims fail to describe any tangible result such as 
the processing of a bank note in response to said operation. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The term "each of the different for" (line 2) is improper 
grammar. 
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Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Patent 
Number US 6,741 ,727 B1 by Hirasawa ("Hirasawa"). The bank note condition 
determining apparatus/bank note processing machine disclosed by Hirasawa 
determines conditions of degradation of bank notes by evaluating at least two different 
properties of a bank note via sensor 5 and control device 34 (see Figures 1 A, 9 and 17; 
column 5, lines 1-39; and column 20, lines 25-28). Said properties include a fold or 
wrinkle and a hole. Hirasawa further discloses linking the pixel data representing said 
properties with each other by means of a linear combination (see column 9, lines 24-29; 
and column 10, lines 48-59), and deriving the condition of degradation of said bank note 
from the linked data of the different properties (see column 15, lines 5-49). Said 
properties related to soiling, spots, holes and missing parts. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 30 July 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The pixel data of Hirasawa (see column 8, lines 57-65) is a 
representation of the extent of a plurality of defects on a bank note. Such defects are in 
the form of wrinkles and holes (see Figure 17). The resulting defect data is thus 
subjected to an evaluation which includes a linear combination of said data. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARK J. BEAUCHAINE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6934. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM through 5:00PM 
Mondays through Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick H. Mackey can be reached on (571)272-6916. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patrick H. Mackey/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3653 

mjb 



